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ATEF-ENGL AND. has formerly been @ | 
= Y place famcus far religion in general, and 
for family worſhip in e ; but of late; the 
aeglecs of this, as well as of ocher: religious duties, | 
has evidently. been growing upon us; which has | 
cauſed much grief to pious ſouls. : yet I have not 
beard. that any diſcourſe has been publiſhed upon * 
this ſubject bere, theſe many years: And as there 
have lately been numbers remarkably awakened in 
 fome parts of the land, that were trained up in 
the negleck xf family prayer, who are ſtill at a 
hoſs- about the- ſeripture- authority for the daily: | 
practice thereof : Therefore the following conſi- 
derations, by the advice of friends, are bumbly ' 
offered ta the public, ue 898931 | 
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< H E inſpired amor ofthis ep bv 
" ſpoken of the living fone, which is 0 
allowed indeed of men, but choſeti of Gil, 
precious; on whom the ſaints, a 
. Aiving flones, are built ap a ſpirituuai p 
and bark . that tho' many ſtumbled, and tae N 
by offence at this glotious roch, yet that he is precious 
| to believers, who are a peculiar people ; that they fhitld 
few forth the praiſes of him who bath called them out. 
of darkneſs into his marvellous light : He then proceeds 
to lay down many inſtructions and exhortations con- 
= cerning a right behaviour in their ſeveral circum- 
+4 © ſtances and relations; and among the reſt, he ſpeaks. 
particularly to huſbands and wives, concerning how 
they ought to act towards each other; and gives 
this as a weighty conſideration to move them to a 
right wan together, namely, That your * be 


. l * a wth ep; ET 


— Fo,” 4 __ if as had Gd © You are 15 3 | 


< tain a conſtant trade of coming to that living fone, 
and as you are heads of a family, you are daily to 
practice ſocial worſhip: But if relative duties are 
neglected, and the adverſary can prevail to make a 
breach between you, that will have a dreadful ten- 
« dency to hinder your daily united prayers,” For, 
that family prayer is here intended, I think is plain 
from this conſideration, viz. Injurious treatment, even 


K . 


from near friends, is ſo far from hindering pious F 


- ſouls from perſonal addreſſes to the throne of grace, 


that it often makes them more forward and earneſt 


therein. In the prophet Micab's time, when corrup- 
tion had ſo far prevailed, that no faithful friend was 


to be ſeen, and the caution is given, Reep the doors of | 


thy mouth from her that lieth in thy boſom ; and when 


-@ man enemies were the men of bis own bouſe, then 
he lays, Therefore I will look unto the Lord; I will 


me. Micah vii. . Thus you "may ſee that the 


|; annoy of wife or family may excite, inſtead of | 
2 hindering ſecret prayer. (David ſays, For my love, 


. they are my adverſaries : But T give myſelf unto prayer. 
Pſal. cix 4.) But there muſt be agreement in order 
for ſocial worſhip : From whence it appears plain 
that family prayer is here intended; which I ſhall 
attempt to ſay ſomething farther upon, in the fal- 
_ lowing manner: _ 
I. I ſhall endeavour to open ſomething of the na- 
ture of prayer in general. | 
II. Produce ſome ſcripture evidences for the daily 
practice of family prayer in particular. | 
III. Labour to remove ſome hinderances 2 
1 | cem 
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ture of prayer in general. | „ 
And I conceive that prayer is the ſoul's approach 


ee | 

\ ſeem to lie in the way of this duty: And then 
cloſe with addreſſes to ſeveral ſorts of perſons, 
I. I ſhall endeavour to open ſomething of the na- 


to God through a glorious Mediator, by the aſſiſt- 


ance of the Holy Spirit, to preſent our ſupplications, 


praiſes, &c. unto him. David calls it a pouring ont 


our hearts before him; Pſa). Ixii. 8. Which may be con- 
ſidered as comprehending the ſoul's expreſſing its 
views of him, its regards to him, its deſires of help 
from him, and its returns of gratitude for favours 
received. Here obſerve, it is heart exerciſe. Many 
draw near with their mouths, while their hearts are 


far from God : But the prophet ſays, With my ſoul 


have I dgſired thee in the night , yea, with my ſpirit with- 


in me will Tſcek thee early. Iſai. xxvi. q. And in true 


prayer, the heart is poured out; the inmoſt griefs, 
burdens and deſires of the ſoul are laid open before 
God : Sins are confeſſed, wants and miſeries are pre- 
ſented, help is requeſted, arguments are uſed of va» * 
rious kinds: Petitions and requeſts are alſo brought 
for others, at home and abroad, in all places and re- 
lations. There is likewiſe in a right performance of 


this exerciſe, a ſelf dedication and ſurrender of our all 


unto God: As in Pal. cxix. 94. J am thine : Save 
me, for I have ſought thy precepts. See alſo Iſai. Ixiv. 
S8, 9. Yea, the very nature of prayer implies in it an 


engagement td receive and improve what favours _ 


the Lord ſhall giant, to his glory, and in a way of 
conformity to his will. Hence the work of praiſe is 
twice called by the ſweet pſalmiſt of 1/rael, a paying 


bis vows, in Pſal. cxvi. and in Pal. Ixi. 4, 5,.84 he 
| 1 | : | fays, 


* 


gays, I will truf in the covert of thy wings, for thou, O 
Cod, baſt beard my vows. ——S0 will I fing praiſe unto 
| hy name forever, that I may daily perform my vows. 
Here take good notice, that this duty was not to be 
| performed only once in a year, month or a week; 
hut it was his daily exerciſe 5 which leads me, 
II. To produce ſome ſcripture evidences for the 
daily practice of family prayer in particular. 
And the firſt ſhall be taken from our relation to 
God as his children 
Ne is the father of all fleſh, as he gave them tur 
exiſtence, and gives all their enjoyments: And he 
is the covenant-father in JeſusChriſt,to all regenerate 
ſouls. Now children, eſpecially little ones, as ſaints 
are often called, 4 are bound both by duty and in- 
clination very oft: n to come to their parents: And 
as it is not their buſineſs to provide for themſelves, 
or to be anxious about their future ſupport, but to 
come to their parents for whatever they need; ſv it 
3s their duty, daily to come. for inſtructions about 
what they ſhould do, and faithfully to obſerve the 
fame. And how loudly does this ſpeak forth the im- - 
Portance of daily prayer? Hence, as our Saviour 
hath informed us that our Father knows what we 
need; fo he has taught us to pray aft:r this manner, 
Our Father which art in heaven. F Which words have 
been very juſtly expounded as a leſſon that * teach- 
eth us to draw near to God with all holy reverence 
e and confidence, as children to a father, able and 
ready to help us, and that we ſnould pray with and | 
Ty Ter . And that he intended we ould come 
He in 


£ 


4 1 Matth. xviti. 3. 1 i rn. 33. 1 Joh. i. 1, 12, 13. and 
Iv. 4. and v. 221, f Matth. vi. 9—13. 
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in ibi namer unto our heavenly father, every days 


daily practice of family worſhip: 9 8, 
2. The ſpiritual prieſthood of the ſaints wilt afford 


ere ſanified. Heb: x. 14. ak. 
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appears exceeding plain from the fourth petition, 
which is, Givens THIS DAY onr daily Bread: For 
as bread (take it in a natural or ſpiritual ſenſe) is 
what we need every day, and as it is the living C 


who giveth us richly all things ts enjoy; ſo what cart 


we do leſs than to afk him for what we need, and 
give him thanks for what we receive? Chrift does 
not ſay, give us this week; or this year, but give us 


this day our daily bread: And tho? the father of our 


ſpirits needs no infor mation about our caſe,yet he will 
be enquired of t by us: He will have us own our 
dependance on him, and our obligations to him. 
And as we have not only perſonal, but alſo familix 
neceſſities and mercies, and as we are taught to ſay, | 
Our father, give us this day our daily bread, I thinx 
che evidence appears very clear from hence for the 


further evidence for this duty. Our apoſtle in chap. {| 
H. 3, 9. calls them 4 boch, and a royal orieftbood : 
And John ſtiles them kings and prieſts unto God. Rev. | 
N 6. Now the main buſineſs: of the priefts was to 


miniſter in God's ſanctuary, and offer ſacrifice upon 


dis altar. Deut. xxxiii, ro. The high prieſt was an | 


eminent type of Jeſus Chriſt, who is now entered, 3 


not into the holy places made with hands, tobich art le 


= 


| Figures of the true; but into heaven itlelf, now to appear 
in the preſence of God for us. Heb, ix. 24. All the 
 #vitical ſacrifices of atonement pointed out that one 


1 Tim, vi. 17. + Exek. xxxvi. 37. 


1 1 3 - of Re * : "be - * "4 ** 1 2 e 7 9 — 13 : 
5 * a 7 * 4 i . x - 1. * . * * 
4 a f 2 * 2 : 
41 | 3 | 2 | 
— ; ” f þ * 
ä © A< | 


for all our ſins : But their thank offerings and free. 
will-offerings were a figure of the gracious exerciſes 
of the ſaints: It is their reaſonable ſervice to preſent 
their bodies a living ſacrifice, holy and acceptable to God. 
Rom. xii. 1. And their liberality is called, an odour . 
F a fiveet ſmell, a ſacrifice acceptable, well-pleaſing to 
God. Phil. iv. 18. Heb. xiii. 16. The? what comes 
more directly to our preſent purpoſe, is that their 

rayers and praiſes are fo called. David under- 

. ſtood them ſo in his day: Let my prayer (ſays he) be 
fet forth before thee as incenſe ; and the lifting up of my 
hands as the evening ſacrifice. Pſal. cxli. 2. And. 
John ſpeaks repeatedly of odours and incenſe which 
came with the prayers of the ſaints. Rev, v. 8. and 
viii. 3, 4. Thoſe ſacrifices were to be pretented at 
God's altar, which ſanctified the gift: Hence the 
ſacred writer to the Hebrews, in explaining and im- 
proving the ſpiritual deſign of thoſe ancient cere- 
monies, ſays, We have an altar whereof they have no b 
right to eat, which ſerve the tabernacle. Heb. xiii. 10, 
1. e. They that till held to the ſhadow when the 
ſubſtance was come, by their unbelief excluded them- 
ſelves from the benefits of this glorious altar, from 
whence the prayers of all ſaints aſcend up before 
God. The inſpired penman having mentioned the 
Place and way of coming, proceeds to our duty in 
relation thereto.———By him therefore (ſays he) let us 
offer the ſacrifice of praiſe to Grd continually, that is the 

Fruit of our lips, giving ihanks to his name, Ver. 15. 
Now as he was writing to the Hebrews, there is 

_ abundant reaſon to conclude that in. this he has a 

particular reference to their morning and evening /a- 

| he | | ee 
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ihr? v bor in. the fiſt ee thereof, they 
vuVere told that it was what they ſhould offer upon the 
altar day by day continually; and that it ſhould be a 
continual burnt-offering throughout their generations. 
Exod. xxix. 38, 42. And it is afterwards called te 
continual bunt offering, no leſs than ten times in two 
chapters.“ How clear, then, does the evidence ap- 
Pear, that the command to offer the ſacrifice of praiſe 
to God continually, intends that chriſtians ſhould be as 
conſtant in their offerings of praiſe as the Jews" were 
in their morning and evening ſacrifice? ä 
It might be Archer 6bſerved, that the word conti- 
italy, 18 repeatedly explained by Jaiab, to mean the 
ſame as every day. Tſai. Ii. xg. and li. 8. And it is uſed 
in three places in ſcripture for perſons daily diet. David 
ſaic to Mepbiboſbeth, Thou ſhalt eat bread at my table 
continually. 2 Sam. ix. 7. (See alſo 2 King. xxv. 
29. Jer. lii. 33.) with which compare Pſal. Iv. 1. 
Evening and morning, and at noon, will I pray and cry 
aloud, and be ſpall bear my voice © By which it appears 
that his addreſſes to God, were as frequent and con- 
ſtant as his ſtated meals: and that was according to 
the divine command in Deut. viii. 10. Vben thou 
haſt eaten, and art full, then thou ſhalt bleſs the Lord 
_ Thy God, "for © the good land which he bath given tber. 
*And the cuſtom of looking to God for a bleſſing'n 
their food was ſo well known in Samuel's time, that 
the young maidens that Saul and his ſervant met, could 
tell them concerning damuel's going up to the ſacri- 
fice (or feaſt; as the margin reads it) that, The people 
will not eat until be come, becauſe he doth bleſs the ſacri- 
fe, and afterwards they eat that be bidden. 1 Sam. ix. 
13. nn 3 we have ſo * confirmed ** 
Ae 2 B the 
* Numb. xxviii. 3.6, 10, 15, 24, 31. be ie 11, 16, 19,82. 


+ Fa example of our Lord and Maſter, that we FUG 

the accounts of his prad iſing of it, mentioned in no 
leſs than ſeven places by the evangeliſts ;* and the 

apoſtle Paul not only imitated this example of his 
divine maſter,|| but alſo declares, that the meats which 
ſeducers would command men to abſtain from, God 
hath created to be received with thankſgiving of them 


. which believe and know the truth : for (ſays he) every 


. creature of God is good, and nothing to be refuſed, if it 
Be received with thankſgiving : for it is ſaniified by the 
word of God, and prayer. 1 Tim. iv. 3—5. What 
can be plainer than this is to ſhew that we ought to 
practice prayer to God that he would ſandy. ur 
food to us when we partake of it, and give thanks to 
him for it. Nay the language of the text plainly 
ſhews that we have no right to receive the good crea- 
ture without hani ſgiving: for the apoſtle holds forth 
that God created them for that end, namely, fo be received 
with thankſgiving : and he ſays, that nothing is to be 
refuſed, 17 it be received with. thankſgiving : q. d. They 
are all God's creatures, and we have no right to any 
of them without leave: well they are fanttified by the 
word of God and prayer; i. e. the word gives us war- 
rant to receive them in the way of prayer for a bleſſing 
on them, and thankſgiving for them; and in no o- 
ther way. For if we take them without this, what 


do we better than pilfering or robbing; as God 


charged the Jews with doing of old, Te have robbed 
me, — this whole nation, therefore they had a curſe e- 
ven on their bleſſings, becauſe they would not lay it to art 
_ to FO glory 10 e name. Mal. ii. e iti. 9. 
Matth. xiv. ” ah xv. 36. Mar. vi. 41. de viii. 65 7. 
Luke ix. 16, John vi. Ls 23. 1 Acts xxvii. . 
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ache tar Pau funds bis be opon 
it, and gives it as a good reaſon why the weak belie- 


yer, who fill thought ſore niekts to be unclean, | 


and fo partook of them, viz. becauſe, he that eateth, 


eateth to the Lord, for be giveth God thanks, Rom. xiv. 
6. By which it is plain that he, did not ſuppoſe that 


any believer would eat of God's good creatures with- 
out giving him thanks. To the ſame purpoſe he ſpeaks 


to the Corinthians, when he aſks, Vt am I evil ſpoken 
, for that for which T give thanks ? And then adds this 
command, Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or what- 


ſoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 1 Cor. x. 30, 3 t. 
Should any ſay, that we may give thanks in our hearts, 
when it is not openly expreſſed,] readily grant it ; yet 


where a number make a meal together, out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth ought to ſpeak ; 
and they muſt have ſtrange notions indeed, who can 


hold that all theſe ſcripture inſtructions and exam- 


ples refer only to the ſecret exerciſes of the heart 


Thus by the way I thought. it proper to ſay ſome- 


thing concerning the right manner of receiving our 
3. Evldenee for family Prayer, ſhall be draun 
from ancient example. The 
when he was called of God out of his own country, 
into the land of Canaan; his heavenly friend firſt ap- 
Eb the him in the plain of Moreb, and there ke | 
builded an altar to him. Then he removed to the 


atriarch © Abrabam, 


Eaſt of Be/hel, and there built another, au calledupon 


the name of the Lord. The like he did at Hebron: 
and ſo did Jaac at Beerſheba, and Jacob, both at She-. _ 
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This duty was ſo well known in the primitive times 
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POR and Bethel, + Thus theſe three eminent fathers, 
as they removed from place to place, in the lace 
where they pitched. their tents, and where their fami- 
lies dwelt, there they erected, Hoary, and called, on 
the name of the Dont: : which ſpeaks forth family 
prayer ſtrongly indeed. And that David did the 
like, ſeems to be clear from Pſal. cxli. 2. So did our 
Lord with his diſciples. Luk. xi. 1. Theſe are ſome 
of the fooifteps of the flock, which we are directed to go 
© forth by. Sol. Song, i. 8. Fo which we may add, 
4. That many poſitive precepts, w which we have 
in the New-Teſtament, plaiply include family prayer; 
ſuch as that, Pray without ceaſing In every thing 
© give thanks ;, for this is the will of Ged # in Chriſt. Feſus, 
concerning you. 1 Theſ. v. 17, 18. And that in Eph. 
vi. 18. Praying always with all prayer -and ſupplication 
in the ſpirit, and watching thereunto with all perſe- 
verance, and ſupplication for all ſaints. N one will ſup- 
Poſe that to pray without ceaſing, and to pray always, 
intends that we ſhould do nothing elſe but pray: 
yet ſurely it implies the daily practice thereof: And 
we are here expreſly required to give thanks, not 
only for ſome things, or upon ſome occaſions, but in 
every thing; which muſt include family favours as 
well as others: yea, we are commanded to pray al- 
ways with all prayer; and who dare ſay, that all prayer | 
does not intend family prayer, as well as that which 
is ſecret, and that which is public? And theſe du- 
ties are to be obſerved, not only for a ſeaſon; but 
we are required to watch thereunto with all perſe- 
verance. Other: paſſages might be mentioned to the 
ſame purpoſe; bt I ſhall ON res . haften to 
n 1 5. And 


. + Gen. xi. 7, 8. 5 -aM; 4s. and 3 40 XXIV. 75 
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And ay, That this exerciſe is one nds 3 


| = which God's people are diſtinguiſhed. from all 


others. When. the prophet: Jeremiab would diftin- 


: guiſh the Heathen, -which knew not God, from his. 


people, he marks them out by this, that they were 


families that called nat on God's name. Jer. x asg. 


Here let none miſtake, and think that an external 
obſervation of this duty is enough. Men may do 
that, and yet be in a miſerable ſtate: but it is with 

this, as it is with morality, though a perſon may 
have outward morality without ſaving grace, yet an 
immoral man is a wicked man: So here, they may 


pray in their families and cloſets too, whoſe hearts 
are not right with God z but prayerleſs families are 
called heathen families. 


Thus. have touched-upon fie of the evkinans. 


from ſcripture, that we have for this practice, which 
are ſo plain, that it may well ſeem ſtrange that any, 
who hold to the ſcriptures, ſhould neglect it 3 but 


ſince mary do, I ſhall proceed. 3 
III. To labour to remove ſome hinderancey-that | 


ſeem to lie in the way ot. this duty. And, 


Firſt, I have known ſome who would allow that 


family prayer was a good cuſtom: enough, but deni- 
ed there being any command for it. But if Chriſt 
has required us to come with the language of Our 
father. to aſk that he would give us this day ur 
daily bread, which ſo ſtrongly implies that we ſnouſd 
come thus every day; and if we are commanded. to 
offer the ſacrifice of praiſe to God continually, which 
word is ſo. often uſed for the morning and evening 


ſacrifice; and if Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, practi- 
ad — on be name of the Lord, eke | 
milies 
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families dwelt; if Dovid. nd alſo Cheiſt himſelf did 
the ke; are we commanded to pray aloay, with 41 
Prayer, and are huſbands and wives required to walk 


+ together that their prayers may not be hindered ; 


and have we ſo many precepts and examples ſor this 
exertiſe at meal-times ; and are ſuch called heathen 
families, that call not on Gee's name, (as has been | 


remonies, that have been ate out wf date 1 * re- 
ply, I would deſire to aſk ſuch perſons a few queſti- 
ons. Were not thoſe ancient ceremonies of Gcd's 
appointment ? And had he not ſome wiſe deſign 
therein? Were they not ſhadows of good things to 


come? Yea, and were they not a part of the ſerip- 
tures that were written for our learning? Where is the 
chriſtian that dare deny theſe things? Surely then, 


inſtead of diſregarding of them, we ought to give the 
more earneſt heed to theſe things whi zh were firſt re- 


preſented by ſuch lively figures, and that have been 
t clearly explained to us in the new-teſtament. But, 


1 ſhall come, ſecondly, to that which I take to be 


5 the greateſt hinderance of this duty, and. that is, he 
want of a frame und inclination for it. Prayer (ſay 
many) ſhould be heart exerciſe, and when the ra- 


elites hearts were nat right with God, their prayers were 
looked upon as Harteries and heb.“ Plal. lexviii. 36, 
37. But is it not ſtrange that' thoſe ſinners crimes are 


5 nom brought for others excuſe ? They refuſed to walk 


in God's law; and inſtead of taking a thankful no- 
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ice of his n they -forgoh his works; oy bis. 
 evonders that be bad ſhewed - them. Ver. 10, 12. 
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And inſtead of ſeeking to him for their food, they 


rather queſtioned whether he was able to ſupp ly them : 


<_ own . inclination, inſtead of the. divine prece] t. 


or not: they ſaid, Can God furniſh a table in the wit: 


| derneſs? ver. 19. And when he had given them abun- 


dant evidence of his power and goodneſs, and alſo ſome 


_ awful rebukes for their wickedneſs ; yet, for all ibis, 
' they ſinned flill : and believed not for all his wondrous 


Works. Ver. 32. They ſtood. it out till death ſtared 


them in the face, and then they would ray... Wha 0 
be flew them, then they ſought him. Ver. 34. This istbe 


old way that wicked men have. trodden. And, O 
ſoul, doſt thou chuſe their path ! They, it ſeems, 
would not mock God while they thought they could 
do without him: no, then they turned their Jacts un- 
to him, and not their face : but in the time of their ſrou - 


Ile, they will ſay; Ariſe and ave us.!, Jer. ii. 27215 


One dreadful ingredient in this excuſe, i is, 


our rule: for though the command is to \ pray aways 


— 


with all prayer, yet the import of this objection is, 


( gBecauſe I have not an inclination to ſuch exerciſes, 
therefore I am excuſed, from. regarding ot them.” 


Fenn. excuſe with a witneſs J, Yet horrid as it is, 

a great deal of pains has been. taken to; dreſs 
it up, ſo that its odiouſneſs may not appear. Some 
will plead that ſaints are called to liberty; but that 
to pray when they have not freedom of mind for! it, 


would be to work under a yoke of bondage: but 


' fuck! greatly miſtake the nature of the ſaints li liberty, 
a great part of which, is their open acceſs to the Fa- 
den through. Jeſus Cbriſt, in all e wants, Eph. 


il. 18. 
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nn 18. Heb. IV. 1 6. David (cries out, 0 thoit that 
hrareſt prayer, unto thee ſhall all fleſh come. Iniguities 
prevail againſt me : as for our tranſgreſſions, thou ſhalt 
purge them away. Pal, Ixv. 2, 3. Here note well, 
that what many bring as an excuſe to keep away, he 
takes as an errand to come upon : q. d. I find 
© rifing corruptions, and wrong diſpoſitions to be toe 
© ſtrong'for me; therefore I come to thee, who art 
. able and ready, both to pardon, and alſo to ſubdue 
therm all. Our Saviour often bids us watch and 
pray that we enter not into temptation : but this ex- 
Cuſe would rather teach us to yield to temptation, e- 
ven when we are drawn away of our own lifts, and 
enticed. + Little do many ſee Where this would lead. 
them _ 
Others vin plead chat this inſifling upon daily 
Prayer, will build people up upon works. But to 
this; it may be replied, that though there is a = 
CE, in "mankind, like the Phariſee, te b 
a an account of what they have done; and le che 
Jews of old, to think to cx of God, pay for all 
heir labour ; I] yet, the ride nature of prayer, is di- 


e rectly 
15 alſo Micah vi. 19. * 1 Jok.5 9. 1 Jam. 1.14. 


bes T once met with a man who ſoon CI to 25 of the great 
1 that he ſaid ſaints were eqm ing into, and not to go 
on in ſuch bondage as they uſed to do, that they muſt pray 
Ain their famities night and morning, let them feel how 
they would; but ſaid he. When I get up in the morn- 
3 30 tg g, ifT feel a fpirit of prayer, I will pray in my family; 
jf not, God does riot call me to pray then; Rd.“ and ſo 
he much abbut / berg which ſoon brought to my mind 
that paſſage in 2 Pet. H- 19. And it was not long after, 
= 21 before that Berry lead him into baſe company, and to 
. © > fwear,cheat and fie, And he became one of the worſtof men. 
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Luk. xviti. Iſai. lvii. 3. 


merchant that comes with his goods to trade for more. 


ons, and the Lord forgave his fins : and he adds, 
for this ſhall every one that is godiy, pray unto him. Plal. 


| gnide ther with mine eye : br ye not as the horſe, or as 


than like rational ſouls, who have a father in even, 
who' is able and reatly to ſupply all our wants. The 
regard that he ſhews.to Ca prayer of the deſtitute, and 
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rectſy contrary to any ſuch thing. Prayer is for a 
needy creature to come to God for what it wants, 
and thank him for what it receives: and ſurely there 
is a great difference between a guilty or miſerable 
creature that comes to beg for pardon and help, and æ 


Thebeggar, the more deſtitute he finds himſelf, the morè 
earneſt andinceffint are his cries: but the fr ader, it his 
ods fall, he draws off till he can get mere. And 
Hoy fays, that the Lord hath filled the hungry with 
good Tm and the rich be bath fett empty away. Le 
1. 53. Hence it appears that this very plea ſprings 


from a proud, felt-righteous difpofition. It implies 
as much as this, that if I feel in a good frame of 
mind, and have ſomething that is good to biing, 
then I will come, and it not, I will ſtay away. David 
oe got into ſuch a frame that he kepr flence, till 
God's hand was ſo heavy upon him that ke cond 
hold in no longer; then he confeſſed his tranſgreſſi- 


xxxii. 36. But leaſt any ſhould' imagine that this 
Was the right way to hold in 'till they were thus o. 
We yn he proceeds to ſay, J will infliru#? thee, 
end teach thee in the way which thog fhalt go: I will 


tbe mule,whicÞB have no untterftanding © whoſe mouth nt 
Be held in with bit and bridle, ver. 8, g. Which plainly 
ſhews that this keeping fierce, and holding back*rill - 
we are overcome, is acting more like ſtupid beaſts, 
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do the cry of the panne may well encourage n nee. 


dy creatures to come to him. Pſal, cli. 17. Luk. 


xviii. 13, 14. 
A juit view of our ſtanding — 8 God, and of 


our obligations to him, would ſilence a thouſand ſuch 


ohjections: for we cannot live, move, nor draw a 
breath without him, whether we acknowledge it or. 
not; and all things are naked, and opened unto his eyes.** 


He ſees when we turn to Kim, the back and not the 


Face, and takes notice of ſuch as will not frame their 


doings to turn unto him, who yet in their afflicti- 


on vill ſeek him early, and in their trouble will 


ſay, Ariſe and ſave us. T How ſoon would a juſt 
ſight of this, make any ſoul cry out, God be merotful 
to me a ſinner | And if he grants pardon, or a diſpo- 
fition and-ability to pertorm any duty aright, as all 


is received from God, ſo we owe all to him, and are 


ſtill deeper involved in the debt of love by all that 
we thus receive or do: what then have we to boaſt 


of, or truſt in of our own ? Theſe things are ſet in 


a very moving light in the behaviour of that pious 


king that we have often had recourſeto before. When 


he had made vaſt preparations for the temple of God, 
out of his own proper goods, and had moved the el- 


ders of [/ael to do the like, ſo that they had collect- 


ed as much gold and ſilver as is computed at about 
thirty million ſterling, beſides other materials; yea, 


and had done it joyfully and willingly too: yet, at 


what a diſtance he was from thinking that God was 
indebted to him for all this, you may ſee in bis lan- 


guage before a great aſſembly of people. Thine, 
s + ſayaie, O Lord, is the greatneſs; and the power, 


and 
5 Heb. iv. 13. t Jer ii. 27. Hof. iv. 15. 


$ See Fes _ of Canne bible, at the. place. 
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and the glory, and the victory, and the majeſty : 


s 

or all that is in the heaven, and in the earth, is bine; 

( 7hing is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted 
f as head above all, Both riches and honour come 
h of thee, and thou reigneſt over all, and in thine hand 
. is power and might, and in thine hand it is to make 
r i great, and to give ſtrength unto all. Now, there- 
= fore, our God, we thank bee, and praiſe thy glori- 
2 ** ous name. But who am I, and what is my people, 
r that we ſhould be able to offer ſo willingly after 
N © this ſort ? For all things come of zhee, and of thine 
I 5 own have we given thee, We are ſtrangers before 
ſt © thee, and ſojourners, —all this ſtore that we have 
ul * prepared, ——cometh of thine hand, and is all :b:ne 
J= * own.” 1 Chron, xxix. 11 16. 


ll Here it might be worth while to compare this 
re with the language of the proud king of Babylon, and 
at proud Phariſee of Jeruſalem ; the firſt of which ſays, 
it  * Ts not this great Babylon, that I have, built for the 
in * houle of the kingdom, by the might df my power, 


us and for the honour of ny majeſty ?? And the o- 
en ther prayer is, God I thank thee, that I am not as 
d, bother men are, I faſt twice in the week, I give 
l-  <. tithes of all that I poſſeſs.“ Dan. iv, 30. Luk, 
t- xviii. 11, 12, Mark well the difference; one uſes + 
ut | the ambitious pronouns J and my, three times, in a 
a, way that aſcribes all temporal things to /elf, without 
at the mention of God's name in the affair: the other, 
ras i after juſt mentioning the divine name once, has the 
n- great over as often with relation to his religious ex- 
ue, erciſes ; while this king of Jrael out-does them both 
er, on the other hand, yea, more than double; for he 


nd makes uſe of the terms, thine, thou, thee and thy, no 


Gb 


10 than 1 times in this hes, 5 in a fake "I 
aſcribes all his epjoyments and erformances to God, 
both temporal and ſpiritual : yea he ſpeaks of it with 
thankful wonder, that they fhould be able to offer {o 
willinghy, as well as that they ſhould be allowed to han» 
dle fo many of their maſter's goods, and lay them at | 
his feet; for, ſays he, of thine own have we given thee. - 
This is a pattern worthy of our moſt conſtant regard. 
It is ignorance of God, and keeping at 2 diſtance 
a from him, that promotes felf-righ teous copceits, which 
all vaniſh when we come near to him. When Job 
had wandered from bis God, he was greatly enſnared 
with a ſelf. juſtifying diſpoſition : when he was bro't 
near-to him, he ſays, 7 abbor myſelf, « and repent i digt 
and aſbes. Job xlii. 6. 
Other hinderances I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak 
of in my addreff:s to ſeveral ſorts of Perſonta re which 
T apy roceed. And, 
"O heads of families who vegle the dai 
pracice of family worſhip. | 
Dear Sirs,will you permit an unworthy 5 Eronient, 
to aſk you a few ſerious queſtions about this mat- 
ter? As, 
1. Is this negle&t becauſe you ſee no verrat for 
this duty ? If fo, pray then review the caſe again, 
and in the fear of God, ſearch his ward, and conſi- 
der well if there is not as plain evidence for it, hoth 
by precept and example, as there is for almoſt any 
point of chriſtian practice. And conſider alſo, if ĩt ĩs 
not our reaſrnable ſervice, that we ſhould ſeek. the Lora, 
and that daily, fince it is i him we live, move, and 
have our Sata * yea, a and whether Weh 45 ee 4 
| e f 
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don't act more abſurdly than irrational animals ; 2 
for we are told, that the young lions roar after their prey, 
aud ſaeb their meat . Ged : and that, He giverh to 

Illi beaſt his food, and the young ravens 8 Magn 1 
| civ. 21. and cxlvii. 9 i ; 

2. Is your KA N owing to a want of a6diſp 
to ſuch exerciſes ? Surely the thought of that —_— 

d. well alarm thy fall ; for 1 3 of God is revealed 
ce fm beaven againſt all unt odlineſs, and nrrighteouſneſs 
h ef men,who beld the truth in unrighteouſneſe. It is a great 
0p truth, that God is @ ſpirit, and is to .be-worſhiped 

Þpiritpally ; yet this truth is held in unrighteouſneſa, 

While it is held as an excuſe from our daily icknows 
| 3 of his favours : for (ſays the apoſtle) ihe 

ible things of him from the creation of the world, ane 

Tr ly ſeen, being underſtood by the things that are made, 
even bis eternal Power, and God- bead: ſo that they ane 

: without excuſe : becauſe. that when; they knee God, thay © 
lorified him not as God, NEITHER WERE THANK- 
LT. Rom. i. 18, 20, 21. And the following part 


it, of the chapter, ſhews, that far this cauſe they were 
18 given up to the moſt amazing blindneſs, and awful 
5 abomin tions that mortals ever knew. Or, 
or * 8. Daſt thou alledge the ill behaviour of any that 
N, | pracice family prayer, as an excuſe for thine neglect, 
fi- as I have known ſome to do? Methinks thou vi 
th be aſhamed, in open daily light, to ſtand in this one 
* minute. Wh® ever acted more abominably about. 
is Pfayer, than the Phariſeas? Vet how tar was that 
45 from hindering the abundant practice of it by Cbriſt 
ud : and his followers ? + | | 

it, 4. Is this neglect cauſed: by 1 being out of L 


Vt order in why family? O then reſt not without bay- 


ing 


TY 1 


ing thoſe diforders rectified : for a family chit will not 
admit of the worſhip of God in it, muſt be a dread- 
ful place; and one may juſtly fay of it, as Jacob did 
of Simeon and Levi, O my foul, come not thou into their 
ſecret : unto ſuch a family, mine hdnour be not thou uni ted. 
Joſbua's reſolution with regard to himſelf and family, 
deſerves our warmeſt regard. As for me and my houſe 
ce will ferve the Lord. Joſh. xxiv. 16. Nor is Da- 
vid's example leſs worthy of notice. When he ſet up 
houſe· keeping, inſtead of letting in vanity and iniqui- < 
ty as many do, he invitesGod home with him, ſaying, 
O when wilt thou come unto me ? I will walk within 
my houſe with a perfeft heart : Twill ſet no wicked thing 
before mine eyes. Pfal. ci. 2, 3. But doſt thou ſay, I 
have no gracious perſons in my houſe to join with 
me ? That is indeed a ſorrowful caſe; yet, as our 
Warrant for ſocial worſhip depends not on our cer- 
tainly knowing that we have gracious ſouls preſent 
with us, and as all are God's creatures, who are un- 
der manifold obligations to acknowledge him, we 
may boldly come to the throne of grace, where the 
general aſſembly of the firſt born, which are writ- 
ten in heaven, all meet ; and may there preſent our | 
| Praiſes and requeſts. Heb. iv. 16. and xii. 22—24. 
Do any excuſe themſelves becauſe of the ſmall- 
nels of their gifts? I would only afk ſuch, whether 
that prevented them from coming in their childhood 
to their earthly parents for what they wanted? if 
nat, then why ſhould it hinder us from coming to 
-him who knoweth what we have need of before we 
aſk him? Mat. vi. 8. 
Before I take my leave of you who vrofalk teligion, | 
and yet neglect the daily — of ſocial wor _ 
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1 would path deſire you to view the inconſiſten- 


cy that there is between your profeſſion and practice. 


It is generally allowed, that a leading Point in the 


profeſſion of chriſtianity, is the ordinance oi baptiſm, 
notwithſtanding men's different judgments about the 


time and manner of adminiſtering of it. And thoſe. 
who hold to infant baptiſm, often bring this as 2 
great argument therefor, viz. That their children 
vwill be beatbens if they are not baptized : while ſome 
others can hardly look upon any to be chrifians that 
have not been baptized by immerſion. Now, rea- 


der, art thou of either of theſe ſentiments, what con- 


ſiſtency can there be between thy profeſſion and thy 
conduct? If of the former, then how canſt thou 
prove that thy family are chriſtians, when they have 
the very badge of heatheriſm that the prophet diſtin- 
guiſhes them by ? And if thou art.of 72 6 latter ſen · 
timent, how can thy character be any better ſecured, 
while ſo important an article of chriſtian behaviour 


_ neglected. Baptiſm is a putting on Chriſt, and eon - 


tains an engagement to walk in newneſs of life. Rom. 
vi. 4. But if we think wp one act, without living 
ſuch a life, will anſwer” Jhall find ourſelves greatly 
miſtaken. No doubt but thou wilt find that man 
outward difficulties, and inward ſtruggles will riſe 
againſt prayer, as well as other duties: but if you 
will neglect them becauſe of that, I leave you to an- 
ſwer it to him, who has ſaid, M Hoſoever doth not bear 
Ei, croſs. and come after me, CANNOT be my rink 
Luk. G71, MET, 
II. I would fay a few words to them that practice 


4 family worſhip; :- and. my addreſs to you (hal be by 
1, Reſt 


way of advice and exhortation. And, 
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1. Reff not in the mere external petfor mancet of 
this duty. James tells us that while many receive 
not, becauſe they afk not; others aſk, an receive 
not, beeaufe they afk amiſs, that they may conſtrme 
upon their luſts; and he fays, God ręfiſetb the proud, 
- but giveth grace unto the humble. And among other 
| things which he advances on this ſubject, he Brings 
in the example of Elac, who though a mam of like 
' paſſions with us, yet he prayed: earneftly, arid he res 
peatedly obtained his requeſt. He prayed carne h, 
or as ir is in che margin, He proyed in his prayer. Far. 
V. 2, 3, 6. and v. r7, 18. So, my friends, if we 
pray in our prayers, we ſhall Had ir not to be in 
21. Take good heed to your walk. Obedient chil- 
| dren will come to their parents, not only for food, 
but for inſtruction about what they ſhould do, and 
will be as much concerned to obey their commands, 
gas to obtain their help. So ſays our apoſtle, As obb. 
lem children, not faſhioning yourſelves according to the 
former taſts in your” ignorance : but as he which halb 
ealled you is holy, fo be ye holy, in all manner of converſa- 
nion. And as many are ready to catch hold of any 
evil behaviour that they can diſcover in any who 
Profeſs this, as well as other duties of religion, that 
they neglect, as an excuſe for them: So he tells us, 
it 1s tHe will of God, thut with well-doing, ye put to fi- 
lente the ignorance of fooliſh' men. 1 Pet. i. 14, 15. 
nd ii. 15. . ID 5 
3. Content not thy ſelf with family prayer alone. 
We are to pray always with alf prayer, and watch 
\thereuntd with all perſeverance. Therefore, 
4. Beware of turning back from theſe ways ; oy 
2 IC 1 . 
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if any man draw back, Chriſt's foul will have no plea- 

Fare in him: which is ſer in a very ſtriking light in 
the 81ſt Pſalm, where God reminds his people of the 
wonders which he had done for them, and fays, Thou 

calledft in trouble, and I delivered thee. Hear, O my 
people, and I will teſtify unto thee :———There ſhall no 
range god be in ibee; I am the Lord thy God: 
open thy mouth wide and I will fill it. As if he had 
laid, Thou haſt found me to be a God hearing 
© prayer, and I am ever the ſame; therefore regard 
© no others, but open thy mouth wide, enlarge thy 
'< defites to me as much as thou wilt, and I will fill 
© them.” But inſtead of continuing their regard to 
Him, he goes on to ſay, my people would not bearten to 
ny voice: and Hrael would none of me; fo 1 gave them 
up unto their own hearts luſts; and they walked in their 
otin counſels. v. 7, 12. O tremendous caſe ! to be 
given up to one's hearts luſts is one of the greateſt 
judgments on this fide of hell. What nerd have we 
then to ery daily, lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
III. Addreſs ſhall be to young perſons. And 
What I have at preſent to ſay to ſuch is, learn the im- 
portande of ſetting out, as well as travelling through 
the world with God. This was the way that the firſt 
mam too Who got to heaven without ſeeing death. 
And this is the command of our divine Lord, Seel ye 
FIRST the kingdom of God, and bis righttouſneſt; and 
all theſe things ſhall be added unto you. Matth. vi. 33. 
To the ſame purpoſe is the language of David, to 
you; Come; ſays he, ye children, bearken unto me, I will 
each you the fear of the Lord. ' What nan is be that + 
defireth life, and loveth 12 days, that be thay Li ? 
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Depart. from evil, &c. Pla. xxxiv. 11, 12. Take 


heed, dear youth] you are called upon from two 
very different quarters: Satan promiſes you} the 


Ekingdoms and glories of this world, if you will take 
his ways ot deceit, vanity, and iniquity: and on the 


other hand; here are theſe calls from heaven to chuſe 
the way of truth and holineſs, and the promiſe there- 


upon of all bleflings, both in this life, and that which 
is to come: and which wilt thou believe? which 
wilt chou regard? As ſurely as God ſpeaks true, the 


way to enjoy good days here, is to walk in the way of 


_ . truth, peace, and holineſs; and every foul which 


yields to the contrary inticements, practically de- 
Cares, that God is a liar, and that: the Devil is to be 


believed before him - Be aſtoniſned, O heavens, 
at this. What conduct can be more abſurd, than 
for a creature, who wants to enjoy the good things 
of the Creator, to take a courſe of contrariety;to.him- 
to obtain them? And, in particular, for one. that 
wants an agreeable companion, and to get comfor- 


tably ſettled in the world, to give himſelf up to va- 


nity and iniquity then, even more than at other times. 
Solomon ſays, 4 prudent wife is from the Lord: Prov. 
xix. 14. How then can any expect to obtain ſuch an 
one in a way of diſregard to him ?* Thoſe who take 


ſuch a courſe, do what they can, as it were, to con- 


ſtrain the Divine Being to hedge up - their way with 
thorns ;, and ſtrip them of their enjoyments, in order 


to 
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FT his matter is ſet in a clear and ingenious light, in zalit- 


tile tract, entitled, The advantages and diſaduantages of the 

. marriage fate, as enterta into abt religivus or irreligious per- 
ens ; repreſented under the fimilitude of a dream. By 
Mr. John Jobnſon. Which has been printed both at Lon- 

don and Boflon. Ns | 
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o viſa them to a light ſenſe of things. Hof ii. 


6——15. Or elſe to let them have the waters o f ET 
full cup, and an increaſe in 1 iches, for a little 00G, | 
until they /p inta deſtructian in; a moment, and are 
conſumed with terrors. Pſal, Ixxiii. 10, 12 18, 10. 
You would pity a Cave, or.criminal;that was obliged 
to labour all day :o collect a hd ee en 
upon it at night; or to gather a large quantity of 1 
fuel for his own burning: Yet this is the ſinner's own 4 
choice; whilſt he hardens his hear 08 againſt, God, „ 
abuſeth his goodneſs, he is ſpending kis'life "1 15 i a- 
ſuring up wrath againſt the 45 of torath. Ram: ii. 

O ! how different from this, is the caſe of an ld 
grey-headed faint, who cam appeal to God that he 
has been his ruſt from bis yauth, and that he has gone 
in his ſtrength, and truſted in his righteouſneſs on- 
ly. Pal. Ixx1, 67 655107 158. Techs: £28, Gy, en the 
time of his departure is at —— have fought a 
good fight, I have file courſe.— f- Hence 
forth there is laid up fon mg a grown af; righteouſ- 
* neſs, which the Lord the righteous judge ſhall give 

* me in that day.“ 2 Fim. iv. 6—8, This is a 
happineſs worth ſtriving for indeed! 

And as every foul is pùrſaing after happiflefs, the 
moſt of the children of mem rakethe way that leads 
directly from it; therefore take à hrieff deſeriptidn 
of a truly happy man, in. the following —_ with ; 
which 1 ſhall conclude. 5 | 


* 
8 n 


5 a i 23 142842 H 
AMY nl: tig Pt Zain G20 
wo * — 1 
x: . 7 . A. 
1 eat] % 3758 
1 


* = yo — — : 2 - — — — — > 
„ ur” wel 1 oe © „e de 3 


* OFT 


„re 


— BO NY 


RM * 


2 


—_ — — 


Fe. OE 


ry penitent indeed. 
His bub! is waſh'd in Jeſus? blood, 


And follows wits with _” a 
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H E happy man is born eos, 
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Elis mind i is tapght by truth divine, 


. His, will is rufd thereb ; 


Ty . his affections herewith Join. 
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His father's. ponds | 

. Still with a peady minds 

And unto all his fow? reign 145.9088 
Lies chearfully reſign'd.” 
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His morning and his evening cries, 
Come up before the throne, 

| Pertym'd with Jeſus? ſacrifice, 
In whom he truſts alone. 
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And he within his heart doth boah 


His tho'ts do often mount the ky, 
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eat ende Mpon His wind 
ow to honour God ; 11% (Ie 

1 for to benefit mankitid, | T1 £34 12 1 | 

Upon this — clod. ES 1 In en | 
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Thisis is the end for which he les > 6 
All other things ok vain: L 11 1 DS . ;F; | 
This is the prize for which he n, "213 i 020 
While life or breath remain. en, 


VIII. 
Humility his ſoul doth cloath, 
Contentment fillshis mind; 
All ſin of every kind. | 5 | 


IX. 


And view the world above: 5 _ 
He ſees the glorious bridegroom nigh, i 
Which fires his — with love. — 
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God is his portion and his guide | 0 

Thro' this dark wilderneſs ; i 
And when this fleſh is laid aſide, | 
His ſoul has endleſs reſt, 5 
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Andarhen the judge ſhall from hirthrons ">: g; TT: 


Paſs fentence upon all, n n wor! 2; 5 
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He'll riſe to dwell with tht Hown Ove, 405 401 hea * 
Free kom all wy and e ur nt 5 7107 ao ai; 
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0 Lord of hoſts, untoimy fouls, 5b „ UE KY 
Much of tis pleaſureigraht! ::::; Ni + 42130 l. 
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